The Arctic Regions and Hudson's Bay Route

by John Rae
MHS Transactions No. 2 (Manitoba Historical Society) Read 1882

Dr. John Rae, the celebrated Arctic explorer, leziion Saturday evening to a large audience, iné¥es
Hall, for the benefit of the Historical and ScidiatiSociety of Manitoba.

The chair was taken by the President of the SqdtyAlexander McArthur, who, in introducing the

lecturer, announced that he had very kindly allowexproceeds of the lecture to go to the fundbef

society, and that it was intended to devote thethédormation of a nucleus of a library of Arctiavels
and research, under the care of the society.

Dr. Rae prefaced his lecture with the observatia having passed the last week in travelling and
consequently had not had time to look up the stibge as he had no notes, he therefore craved the
indulgence of his audience. The subject of Arcxipleration, he said, was a very large one, and ightm
go over the discoveries and researches of othgrgdout he rather thought that his hearers wakéltb
have some of his own experienapplause) not that he regarded it as of greater importahaae those of
others, but because it was always pleasanter toahea@an speak of what he had done himself, as tid co
speak with confidence of it. His first object inigg to the Arctic readings was to trace out a ld3gg
(northwest of Hudson's Bay) which he pointed outianap kindly furnished by Mr. R.D. Richardson.
The bay was upwards of seven hundred miles aramdithree or four Government expeditions,
commanded by some of the most experienced Arctigators of England had attempted the survey of
the coast. Sir Edward Parry, Sir George Back, Qajms, and Sir John Ross had attempted to push
through, but failed. The lecturer showed the paiegeched by these, also a gap which had still kden
unsurveyed. In 1845, the Government having givethagsearch, after a cost to the country of £70d@00
£80,000, Sir George Simpson, Governor of the Hugdday Company, asked the lecturer to undertake
it, and for the purpose offered him a nice litidagoner; but, as ships had hitherto failed, hepraterred
to take two small boats and three or four monttosipions. He found difficulty in getting men on
account of the small stock of provisions and trevalent idea that fuel should be carried along.rijea
all of his men were engaged at Winnipeg (Fort Gaand consisted of Scotchmen, Orcadians, one or two
pure Indians and some splendid half-breeds. H&dtdtenzie, who was still in the settlement,
accompanied him on one of his voyages. A betteofseten never went to perform any duties. His two
boats were built at York Factory, and as soon ascd broke up at the end of June, they started and
sailed along the western coast of Hudson's Bayifee hundred miles in these little open boats wih
decks or other covering except a piece of oil cldtirey lived almost entirely on ducks and sealspkey
their pemmican for future use. Immense quantitfeseowere encountered along Repulse Bay early in
August. Taking one of the boats across the landi fiading the bay so full of ice that even theiradim
boats could not get along, they decided to wirftee party numbered 15 altogether, including two
Esquimaux as interpreters. There was very littde sif living creatures; they obtained scarcely gtou
venison to keep them, and were obliged to consunmmnsiderable part of their pemmican. Observing,
however, the tracks of reindeer, which had paspetbuth in the spring, he came to the conclusian th
they would return later in the autumn. Not desitiogxpose his men to danger without their condent,
asked them whether they would winter there with,fasif they went back to the woods for winter they
would be too far away from their work in the spridgdl agreed to stay. They then built a stone hpuse
with the door composed of skin on a frame, and igokheir quarters while the clay was still wetfant,

it never dried, but after a time it froze, so ttieg place became quite comfortable. A curious éeffeat
was produced was that it rather destroyed therecsuibrary. He had put his books on a pieceaaird

on the wall where they became so damp from thetomei®f the house, that when the frost came they
froze solid. As their fuel was heather which thegaped up and which required much blowing to dirthe
cooking, it would have destroyed the books to patrt near the fire; so the only resource was tdgr
beside him. Having thawed out two or three in iy he distributed the other among his men who did
the same; so that all came out right in the ermlygh the books still bore marks of the experieAdle.
their drink was tea and water, not a drop of wineprits being used. In practice he was not aotaber,
but he knew that spirits were very injurious inoédcclimate. The deer having begun to return, one
hundred and twenty were killed by the end of Octolbleir skins were used for clothing, and the
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lecturer became easy and comfortable in his mindwkng that the party was now saved from starvation
though real hard work had been required to geattmals. Although he had been brought up a rather
keen sportsmen in the north of Scotland, he hadm&hot deer before; yet he himself killed abolft dia
the deer which kept them all winter. About a torstafne had to be piled upon every one of the asitaal
keep the wolves and foxes from eating them. Sonestitine deer were hauled about a mile to the stones;
at other times it was more convenient to haul thees to the deer. Sometimes six or seven deer were
taken in a day; and precious care was taken toesaasy bit of them. The blood was found to make
beautiful soup, and it was saved by being puttinéostomachs of the animals, which were prepaned fo
the purpose by being turned inside out and rubkidtdsmow. When cooked with a little flowésic!) it

made a very wholesome, nice dish. The Esquimawemsarly as possible, saved up the stomachseof th
deer to be eaten in a frozen state. They had #sbdaste and were not at all unpleasant, andvileey a
preventative of Scorbutic diseases. The party liweg comfortably. A school was opened, but inkldou
not be used, as everything was frozen. They alslwawt wash, as the water froze immediately on
coming in contact with the hair or beard. Clothesld not be washed but were cleaned by tramping the
in dry snow. This was done with the blankets eweegk; and they kept their bodies clean by rubbing
them with snow, never using water except for dngkiAttempts to wash linen resulted in being frozen
hard in drying, so that it was broken in piecesh®yaction of the wind. It took two hours to bdiét

kettle, and the door had to be left open as the&kemmuld not go up the chimney. No advantage was
derived from the fire in respect to warmth, but,tih@ contrary, the temperature of the house fethfd.5

to twenty degrees while the fire was on, in consege of the door having to be left open. Hence they
were glad to get the kettle off and would eat thadfeven before it was well cooked. Their Christmas
was as jolly a one as they had ever spent. As egasustom of the Hudson's Bay Company's officérs al
over the country, he had kept a little spirits iwega glass to every man at Christmas time. Their
Christmas dinner consisted of a glass of hot bramdlywater, some venison and a very good plum
pudding; and a game of ball served to give an @ppdtis was the lecturer's first expedition. e

party were green at the work. They tried to folline habits of the Equimaux as far as they coula On
thing they did which has never been done by thosharge of Government expeditions, as soon as they
saw a snow hut made they set to work to constmetfor themselves. The shape was that of a bee hive
and the walls were six-inches thick. A great déahgenuity was required to build it properly. lag/so
translucent that one could read and write insidd,ibwas the best shelter that could be had. bjisab in
making his men learn to do this was that when akert by the frequent storms in travelling, theymhig
run up in half an hour or less a shelter that waalchpletely protect them from the cold until theater
changed for the better. In the spring they preptoaedake long sledge journeys, the first were made
along the Arctic Coast in America. The sledges timayle were like toboggans, with runners to protect
from the ice; and they were loaded with about twodred pounds per man. They travelled to the point
where Sir John Ross had turned back and completedien of route. Other time pieces having failed,
there was at length but one watch left which tlotuleer had given to one of his men. The mainspoing
this broke also, and though it was repaired ondwice it still gave way until an old spring whiblad

been notched and converted into a saw for cuttong was found and inserted after which it went
famously the whole season; although a watchmakehtom it was afterwards shown would scarcely
believe the fact. With nothing but this watch antbanpass to guide them, they succeeded, afteragpu
of 300 and 400 miles, of striking within a coupfaules, the point for which they were aiming, and
where they found marks of Sir John Ross. Theyrggtleturned back, having done over twenty miles a
day during the whole journey. In returning along nore with his one or two men, one of the harofest
their experiences was encountered. The masses wfee so rough and the rocks so bold and rugged th
they could not use their sledge and so had to emeyything on their backs a distance of five heddr
miles. No such a thing had been ever before atteanptthe Arctic regions. They underwent several
curious experiences. Running short of food, theseweduced to eat pieces of bones and skin, etc.
Ptarmigan they ate, bones and all, from the bediet@oenails. They killed one deer and ate him up,
stomach and everything that was eatable, exceskine The lecturer had never used tobacco; but a
curious effect upon the poor men when they rantsifat was such a craving that they ate the lising
their coat pockets and chewed and smoked everythatighad the taste or smell of tobacco. Having
reached their supplies, although starving, the fiieg they did was to have a chew of tobaccoand
smoke. On getting back they found an immense quyaoftsalmon at the place. One morning 170 were
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killed, weighing on average about five pounds eadqd, ranging from four to fifteen pounds. The
sagacity and acuteness of the salmon were shotie ifact that, although they had never seen a net
before, yet having come in contact with it no poweuld drive them back to it but they would run
between the legs of the men to escape. The leataresidered the Esquimaux the finest savages in
America. The Danes spoke favorably of them in Geeah so also did the missionaries in Labrador and
all others who had come in contact with them haohébthem a tractable and pleasant people. They even
showed evidence of a higher civilization. An Esgaim, on meeting strangers, first introduced himself
and told his name, and then introduced his wife@oidted to his children. When offered a preseat, h
always offered something in return. The lecturat haver known them to beg. All their worst hablitsyt
learned from white men. Those whom he had metnleadr before seen whites, except on one or two
instances. The men showed great kindness to ti@swWomen were treated as equals of the men, and
the children were treated with the utmost kindn€s$sldren were dutiful to their parents. When ctehl
lost their parents there was a regular scrambéelopt them, as it was well known that they wouldew
grown up, take care of the aged. A young man wastmes known to take his old father many days
journey to see his birthplace before he died. & wat often than an Indian was seen to do thaty The
showed great gratitude for kindness received. Amstance the lecturer told of three or four oldge
whom he allowed to stay near his quarters duriegatbsence of their people. They never came tooask f
food and gave no trouble. He sent his servant tioma to time to see if they had food, and gave them
what they wanted. After their friends had returrteal/ing been very successful in their seal fishing,
deputation was sent to express their thanks fokitieness shown to the old people; and they coatinu
to supply the party with all the seal's fat reqdjnefusing to accept any pay. They always stddedtire
from Dr. Rae's presence when they saw his brea@fadihner brought, and even from the men's tent
when they saw the kettle taken off, thus showingmaelicacy. The party lived in very great amitytwi
them. They had some curious notions. Their batief Supreme Being was perfect. They believed in a
good and a bad spirit, but thought the good spii so beneficent that he would not hurt them eg th
were his own children. If they did not behave wiedly would be given up to the power of the evitigpi
hence they propitiated the evil spirit that he nhigbt hurt them. They did not worship him, but they
made him offerings to prevent him from injuring teThey believed the Aurora was the spirit of the
dead visiting each other in heaven. The fallingsstgere of the same nature. Respecting the suthand
moon they said that a man took fire to heaven #rldd sun; that he afterwards took his sisterup,

that, as he was cruel to her, she ran away andrgettee moon; and that he has ever since been ghasin
her, but he has never caught her. As soon as¢hHaake up in the spring, the party, after layim@ui

stock of fish and venison and building an oven (#tir having been done by the very good masan, th
one who had built their store house, John Corrigaié of the best men the lecturer ever had with) hi
they made some very good bread and stayed for hgobdack in due time to York Factory, and when
home thence by ship. The expense of the expeditiwounted to but £1400 as against £17,000 or
£18,000 by a Government ship. The lecturer condudg account of this expedition by referring te th
Esquimaux method of treating frostbites on the faeenely, placing the warm hand upon the skin, and
this fetching back the circulation, instead of rmglwith snow and thereby taking off the skin. B4Z,

Dr. Rae, a few weeks after his return, joined 8imJRichardson in another expedition to look far Si
John Franklin. They went over the continent, upMu&Kenzie and Copper Mine rivers, left their boat
which had been cut through by ice, and walked g Joarney to Bear Lake, where they wintered. They
found no trace of Sir John Franklin. In 1849 thesntvdown the river again but ice blocked their pgss
In 1850 the lecturer came back again, having begri®/ed by the Government to look again for
Franklin, though not knowing exactly where to gtarng with three men in the spring from Red River
before navigation opened, he made the fastestgguemer made in the Arctic Circle. He himself dedft
and superintended the construction of small bdaBear Lake. Travelling on sledges 1,100 mileshwit
80 or 90 pounds weight to each man, at the rag5 ahiles per day, they then took their boats ddven t
Copper Mine River. Hector McKenzie and a numbemeh from Winnipeg were of the party. They went
all around the coast, and named the Victoria Stgaitiously, at that time one of Franklin's shipssw

lying within forty miles of where they passed, thjbuthey knew nothing of it, being separated frotwyit

a channel which was filled up with ice, forced ypabback flow. This ice forced up great massesilofiet
rock, twelve to fifteen feet square and fifteert t@igh, until they stood on edge as if placed thmsréhe
work of men. Having completed all this search withfinding any trace of the ships, they came back,
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keeping along the outer water of the McKenzie ri&tave Lake, and Athabasca where they were frozen
in. They then mounted snow shoes and made 27 miley over the 1300 miles to Winnipeg, starting
thence for St. Paul and travelling the interverdb@ miles in ten days walking with dogs, getting
stronger and tougher all the time. In the lattet pAthe journey he had a cariole, and this wasaihly
occasion on which he ever rode in one.

Dr. Rae's last expedition had for its chief objbet completion of the survey of the coast of Angeride
had already passed over a very large portion oAthic Coast; but there was still a piece whickl nat
been explored, and he proposed to the Hudson’s &ap@ny to fit out boats for that purpose. In 1863 h
started with two boats on the old route. On argwat the old place he found his stone house whief t
had formerly occupied. He here renewed his formatexr experience, but lived this time in a snow
house. He regretted that he had not a sketch®Eltglter to exhibit. He had explained it to many
architects in London, but not one of them could lsayould build it. Yet, as with Columbus in breaki

the egg to make it stand, it was not difficult toafter one had seen it done. The door was mage ver
low, and the bed was raised three or four inchesalthe level of the top of the door, that it migbktin

the warm air at the top of the house, and outefcthld draught from the door. They killed venistsoa

on this occasion, but had more difficulty than be tormer one, as he had only seven men. They
continued setting their nets until the ice wases faick. They did not attempt using their boatslos
occasion. In travelling they built a snow hut eveight. Having completed the house, they took lodfirt
moccasins and the wrappings of the blankets insiaped them free from snow and rime, and wrapped
them round their bodies so as to have them drycandortable the next morning. They boiled theirtleet
outside, so as not to be annoyed by the smokehenfdiines of the alcohol. Their only bedding was a
blanket and a half and a strip of reindeer skineunéath to keep them from thawing the snow. The
guantity was only about a third of what is ordihatised in houses, or what would have been required
a tent. They all slept under the same coveringletierer taking one of the outside places, asdueth

rise to take observations, and the man who hagdhothe lamp in the morning taking the other, rinen
doing this by turns. He usually slept with his facgward; but if he wished to turn, would nudge niest
man and he the next and so on, when all would ftliey became so accustomed to this that they would
do it without waking. In the Government expediti@v&ry man had a great blanket bag into which he
got, and a quantity of clothing besides. The wefgtman in marching was ninety pounds, while in Dr
Rae's expedition it was but 35 pounds, enablingnttietake much longer journeys per day. In three
journeys of 1100 miles each, their average pemaes/20 to 25 miles, while others made but 10 or 11
miles. The latter had large crews of sixty menwinsthe ships, and so were enabled to employ iauxil
sledges, one of which returned after five or sixysj@nother after ten or twelve, etc. Their bedding
became covered with their breath, which congealedhat the blanket beds became like sheet iroibe wh
Dr. Rae's party were able to keep all their maltelng so that after fifty or sixty days it wasfagsh as on
the first day. The latter enjoyed other advantdgmse having been accustomed to that sort of lifehin
Hudson’s Bay Co's service, which was a famous ddboarctic work, the men having to travel where
there was no timber or other fuel. Although livingsnow huts, without fire, light, or anything beyb

their bare food, there were no jollier or healthiezn, there being no scurvy, rheumatism, or angroth
disorder among them. On their way to survey thé gfathe coast referred to, they met an Esquimaux
whom Dr. Rae asked, as his custom was, if he hadsaen whites before. He answered that he had seen
some dead white men. A gold band which he hadtsatiad got at a place where there were some dead
people. That was the first trace met with of poarBanklin's party. The Esquimaux could not be enad
to tell where the place was. They said it was ¥eayg and that they did not know the place, and they
made other excuses. During the winter, as there werEsquimaux passing, there was no means of
knowing the facts afterwards learned. Learning whey did in the spring they could not clear up the
guestion without remaining another winter. On cagréack to their winter quarters, they found a numbe
of Esquimaux with the three men whom they had it lecturer did not believe that the Esquimaux
killed any of Franklin's people; as, if they hadd®o, they would have killed his (Dr. Rae's) men,
knowing that he was 200 or 300 miles away, ashalltyoods were piled upon the rocks with only an
oilcloth over them. He believed that Franklin's nial died of scurvy and starvation. Dr. Rae then
hurried home and told the government that they Wweking the wrong direction; as, when he left
England there were four ships engaged in the sesanetral hundred miles further north. He had proved
to his satisfaction that all Franklin's people weead. He had obtained a pretty clear knowledgeheire
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the dead bodies had been seen. He offered anyityuainiveapons to the Esquimaux if they would tell
him of one man living, but they all held up foundiers to show that they had all been dead at fleasst
years. He came to the conclusion that they toldrtith, because he found that their statement&weral
occasions, concerning other matters, were consistbrir statements corresponded exactly with what
Parry had mentioned thirty years before. They tdkba number of things about Sir John Ross which
they recollected from twenty years before, and witicrresponded with the facts. They had, however,
since been a good deal confused by leading qusstidre story of the Esquimaux was that a party of
thirty or forty men had been seen in King Williarh&nd travelling southward and hauling their boats
seawards. The land where the dead bodies had beed ¥Was described as low, flat shore. Sir George
Back had related that in 1833 or 1834 a gale otiiliam the north had driven the water over the whol
of these flats. A recurrence of this would causeramains to be driven away. The lecturer had obthi

in the spring either the crest or the initials @fiteen of the sixteen officers of both of the shipranklin
himself had died in June or July, 1847, and invtivger of 1847-48 no less than 24 had died, nine of
whom were officers. As but fifteen of the one hweadmen had died, the proportion of officers way ver
large. The Esquimaux stated that among the deaddttey had found bones and feathers of geese,
showing that the men must have been living in Juten also the snow was a good deal off the ground
and the deer were going northward, so that men asdr. Rae's party could have got their livingo3é
men, however, were very helpless, and not accustamkBunt. Robert McClure, who made the
Northwest Passage, saw hundreds of hare and ptarraitd lots of deer, but in one month was only able
to kill seven hares, though a hare is an easy tiikgjl. The lecturer here illustrated with graphi
minuteness the cunning of the hare and the foluidireg their enemies, the fox even gnawing the rope
which connected a bait with the trigger of a guns@aping the snow away so as to keep himselfbelo
the level of the gun while gnawing at the bait. kel was also described as a very sagacious aairdal
its manner of preparing breathing places for itsethe ice while at the same time providing feratvn
concealment was described. The explorers neverarsedery warm clothing. They wore moleskin
drawers but not so much fur as was customary hsri, would be much too heavy. In returning they me
with large quantities of ice; but they succeedeprtly accomplishing their object and his men nesxt

a reward of £10,000. Americans had two or threesitgione something of the same kind, but not the
same thing exactly. Dr. Rae's party did not degradl upon the Esquimaux, but killed their owndoo
and supplied the Esquimaux with more than theyfrgoth them. Also the Americans who went up always
had more ships within a few days march of wherg there. Capt. Hall went far away up Smith Sound,
twelve or fifteen years after the lecturer returngid account of a story among the Esquimaux
concerning Capt. Crozier, the account of whichesponded with the circumstances of Dr. Rae's
explorations; and he believed that(lizozier) was the person meant, as the Esquimaux have no
knowledge of names. In reference to the proposettsbhls Bay route to Europe, the lecturer had every
feeling of favor to this route and thought it woldel a very great thing if practicable. If this coyrwere

to grow up to be a great country as there was irerea every outlet that could be got for carrying o
the produce would be advantageous. Many thingsekierwy which had been said concerning Hudson's
Bay and Straits did not all agree with his own eigree; for instance, that the whole bay was oplen a
winter and that the Strait was navigable four memththe year. He went through the Strait in JU833,
he thought, as a surgeon on a sailing ship, anfblayiree weeks without seeing a bit of open water
There were two ships a mile and a half apart, ada$ went from one to the other on the ice, te tak
dinner. They met the ship from York Factory whi@dtbeen cruising backwards and forwards delayed
by a barricade of ice through which no steameraéwice its way. The deck was covered with two feet
of ice, formed from the spray dashing over it; #melbows were covered with ice, weighing her down
two or three feet by the head. That was the lectufiest experience, but it was a very bad yeae $hip
got home very well the next year. When he went homie47, he saw very little ice; but in 1848 hetme
so much ice that it was a question whether theulshout back again. He spoke of sailing ships;mtya
might get through better. The lecturer pointedlarhap to a large body of water whence the ice must
come through many islands into Hudson's Bay. Irbtheitself there would be no trouble, though iswa
not exactly true that it did not freeze over. A¢ gouthern extremity there was no open water inemin
but the ice was four or five feet thick. He did say that the route was impracticable, but he ssigde
that a good Newfoundland sealer with good meanldhmrisent up in the early spring to see in watest
the ice was. One year's observation would not @ettid question; for the most experienced whaling
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captain could not tell how the ice would be whemieait up. The Hudson’s Bay Company's sailing ships
never left the north of Scotland before the |gpi@t of June, knowing that if they did they woulsl b
impeded by ice, although they were anxious to gétdrk Factory early in the season. He would not
recommend any great expenditure of money untifabts regarding the strait were fully established.
Though the route was about 500 miles shorter, gdéared there were be an averaged detention of
between four and five days on each voyage. LakeiSupcould, however, be navigated for six months
of the year, or perhaps more; and the distance frera by rail was about the same as that to Huslson'
Bay. Unless the question regarding Hudson's Strastcleared up, he thought it would be very unwose
buy the latter road. The greatest absurdities wadeby men who did not know. Thus the terminushef
road was placed on a low island two miles from shand it was represented that there was a namdw a
deep ship's channel. Gentlemen had shown him tigisha could not convince them that they were
wrong. Again, it was said there was a fine clingt®oose Factory, that tomatoes grew there, etulew
the fact was that a green tomato an inch and arhaifze had grown in a corner exposed to sun and
coaxed with glass. So it was stated that cucundress very nicely in open air; and it was true that
anything could be grown when covered with glas® [Eleturer concluded with an interesting reference
the recent expedition sent out to reach the polgldyges and provided with a very complete outfit a
the necessary qualifications of hardiness and iskilinting. They were a plucky lot, and in evergyw
fitted fir the work. He hoped that all the expealis now out, of which there were some six or eight,
might return safe.

The lecturer having resumed his seat amid applauseyple of gentlemen proposed questions respectin
the number of occasions he had found the Strain@dhwith ice; and as to whether he thought that the
climate was likely to have changed any during thst fifty years.

In answer to the first the lecturer repeated Htestent that he had only been there three timet e
second, he said that there were no facts to shatatty change had taken place. Ships were sthien
habit of meeting large quantities of ice. The whaknd Hudson’s Bay Company's captains, with whom
he had a large acquaintance, stated that the is@svancertain and dangerous now as it had ever bee

His Grace, the Archbishop of St. Boniface, rosetive a vote of thanks to the lecturer. In doingpso
spoke in high terms of the ability of the lectui@rthe interesting moments which the audience had
spent. He thought that the experience related pradeat a man might do in depending on himself. He
was sure every person present was delighted witt i had heard. His Grace had frequently met men
who had accompanied Dr. Rae on his expeditionsframa the way in which they spoke of him, he ought
to be successful. He was always kind to his meah taok the lead, giving such an example as thegwer
always delighted to follow, though the means atchimmand had been in some instances very small.

U.S. Consul Taylor, in seconding the motion, reredrthat while he accorded heartily with every tréu
to Dr. Rae as a hero of Arctic discovery, yet hgdesl the indulgence of the audience in a few words
recognizing his later and no less eminent senddeeé communities of Minnesota and Manitoba, in
forwarding the enterprise of an international tedgdy and railway connecting the Mississippi Rived a
Lake Superior and Winnipeg with the mouth of thader River in British Columbia, and with this view
he would briefly recall some incidents of the y&858. It was a year in every way memorable. A repor
upon the territory of Hudson's Bay Company, bylacde&ommittee of the English House of Commons,
had made certain the speedy colonization of CeBtitish America; Minnesota was organized in that
year as a state, with ample subsidies for a railsysyem to the international boundary; the citizeinSt.
Paul inaugurated steamboat navigation on the Reer Rf the north; the gold discovery of the Fraser
river was speedily followed by the creation of dmony of British Columbia; the English Colonial
Secretary, Sir Bulwer Lytton, avowed the policycohtinuous colonies from Lake Superior to the
Pacific, and a viaduct across British America a&srttost direct route from London to Pekin or Jeddo;
and, almost concurrently, the world was electritigca message through the Atlantic depths, uniting
Europe and America by telegraph. Then suddenly camezlipse. The Atlantic cable, throbbing feebly
for twenty days, became utterly silent on the 4tBeptember, 1858; the slavery agitation in theté¢hi
States culminated in a civil war, convulsing onatoeent, and paralysing the public activities intaé
continents; and Canada, struggling with financepgreéssion and political dissension, was groping/lgio
towards Confederation. These were dark days -heuketaders of men and events, in all the English
speaking communities, bated not one jot of heahtope. Passing other questions, the International
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Telegraph system suffered no neglect. For eighg jears - from 1858 to 1866 - while there was no
abandonment of the scheme of an Atlantic cableretivas a most energetic movement by the Hudson's
Bay Company, and the Western Union Telegraph Cogsatonded nobly by the Governments of
Canada, the United States; British Columbia andsRu$o reach London through Northwest British
America, by the coasts and islands of Alaska aagthins and cities of Siberia; and it is in coritgc
with that worldwide enterprise that Dr. John Raedmee again identified with the history and progmafss
North America. He surveyed and designated the rioate Fort Garry to Victoria, and accumulated at
both points the materials for the construction obatinental telegraph - a portion of which, under
Canadian auspices, was afterwards in 1871 utilizednnecting the province of Manitoba with the
Eastern Provinces and the "rest of mankind". Grhtitat the successful laying of the Atlantic Catte
the 27th July, 1866, postponed the consummatidmsdabors, but none the less be honor to the mafrch
Dr. Rae and his party across the continent eightears since. He is welcome now in 1882 to overtake
his former footsteps by rail, and to mark the ineuable signs that the world is following his traiil

1864.

The motion was unanimously carried and the meddinge up.
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